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Only six weeks after his inauguration, President Ernesto Perez Balladares is facing growing
discontent, not only from the political opposition, but within his own party as well, as both
sides castigate him for not holding to his campaign promises. The opposition charges that Perez
Balladares has reneged on an agreement he made with former president Guillermo Endara,
whereby Perez Balladares agreed to ratify the appointments of 10 representatives to the Central
American Parliament (PARLACEN) who had been chosen for those posts by Endara before he
left office. And, members of his own party, the Partido Revolucionaria Democrata (PRD), say the
President has not followed through on his campaign promise to give them back the jobs that they
lost during the time that ex-president Endara was in office. President Perez Balladares recently
incurred the wrath of the political opposition when he apparently went back on his word to Endara
and replaced ten permanent observers who had been appointed by Endara to PARLACEN.
According to Francisco Artola, one of the displaced observers, "Perez Balladares has not complied
with the verbal promise he made to Endara that ten of the 20 observers would be named by Endara,
while the President would appoint the other ten." Artola added that not only did the president
renege on his promise to Endara by appointing only government loyalists, he is also not complying
with the requisites of PARLACEN that its slate of representatives be truly pluralistic. PARLACEN,
headquartered in Guatemala, was formally inaugurated in October 1991 under the auspices of
the Esquipulus II peace accords and was designed to promote regional integration through joint
analysis of common political and economic issues. Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador are active
members, while both Nicaragua and Panama have ratified their participation but have not yet
elected their representatives. Costa Rica, meanwhile, has still not ratified its membership.
Although the PARLACEN Constitution states that deputies are to be elected directly by the voters,
Panama must yet draw up legal electoral procedures for that purpose. Thus, PARLACEN has
allowed Panama to temporarily name "observer" deputies to the organization appointed by the
Panamanian President. In addition to the PARLACEN controversy, the president is also facing
growing rebellion in the ranks of his own party, the Partido Revolucionaria Democrata (PRD). On
Oct. 18, PRD congressman Miguel Bush publicly chastised Perez Balladares's cabinet ministers
for not complying with the president's campaign promise to reinstate thousands of PRD former
government workers who had been dismissed by former president Endara. A few days later, on a
local radio program, many irate PRD militants called in to vent their anger at the president for not
responding to their job demands.
Disenchanted PRD members who expected to return to the old party days of cronyism have
threatened to form an opposition bloc within the party to challenge the president's re-election as
secretary general next year if he does not fulfill his promise to them. Perez Balladares will have to
walk a delicate line in responding to their criticisms, however, since he has also vowed to rid the
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party and the government of the old "paternalistic" attitude of previous administrations. In fact,
when the president appointed opposition businessmen and independent politicians to his cabinet,
party activists accused Perez Balladares of forgetting the PRD's "populist roots" and charged him
with establishing an elitist government.
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